Marking the launch of its 16th edition
"Arabal" holds Press Conference in Doha; Emphasizes the Growing
Importance of the Aluminum Industry in the Region and the World

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Doha: 19 November 2012

The Preparatory Committee of the Arab International Aluminum Conference "ARABAL" 2012
on Monday, November 19th held a press conference at the Doha Grand Hyatt, to mark the launch
of the 16th edition of ARABAL. The conference was attended by local, regional and international
media - as well as the members of the Preparatory Committee.
Qatalum’s Public Relations and Communication Director, and Head of the Preparatory Committee
Mr. Ibrahim Jasem Fakhri, welcomed the media guests and thanked them for their fruitful
cooperation. In his keynote address, Mr. Fakhri stressed the importance of the media presence in
the success of this year's conference, and hailed the media efforts during the conference preparation
process and the promotional campaign.

Fakhri extended sincere thanks and appreciation to His Excellency Dr. Mohammed bin Saleh Al
Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Qatalum, for his
patronage of the conference, and to the members of ARABAL on their support given to the
Preparatory Committee, and the efforts made by all those involved in the conference for the
consistently hard work throughout the last nine months.

The Preparatory Committee said that this year's conference will include several topics, panel
discussions and outstanding workshops that focus on the aluminum sector at the local and global
levels, and will be hosting some of the most prominent figures involved in the sector including

experts and academics addressing the conference and presenting their scientific and practical
expertise to participants and audience.

ARABAL 2012 represents a platform where large number of experts, industrialists and
stakeholders gather to promote the conference outputs, raise awareness, and open the door for
everyone to share experiences and information and enhance communication between various
stakeholders.

During the press conference, the committee said that the number of registered participants has
exceeded 600 - representing more than 140 companies from over 45 countries; a new record.
Forty exhibitors also will be showcasing their products within the exhibition on the sidelines of
the conference. The Committee noted that this tangible increase in the amount of individual and
corporate participation is clear evidence of the growing importance of the aluminum industry
regionally and globally.

The Committee also said there will be 36 speakers who will give presentations, workshops and
discussions on various topics covering the aluminum sector, markets, and the outlook for the
industry future, along with technology, environment, recycling, manufacturing industries, and
investments.

The Arab Spring and its impact on industry and investment, and the Chinese aluminum market
will also be discussed in the conference, which will also include a field tour to Qatalum’s plant on
20 November. The visit will include the smelter’s various facilities and explanations by the
relevant Qatalum teams to provide all information about the work mechanism, production and
smelting and pouring and other phases of Qatalum operations. The field tour will be preceded by
a workshop on the London Metal Exchange to be presented by the Executive President of the Stock
Exchange.

ARABAL is the only conference dedicated to the Arab aluminum industry. It was launched in
1983 by the initiative of Kuwait Aluminum Company, with the participation of all companies,
Arab aluminum smelters and at the presence of many stakeholders and international and regional
institutions operating in the aluminum sector. As of 2011, the conference decided to convene on
an annual rather than biennial basis due to the growing importance of and developments in the
aluminum industry.
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Under the patronage of Minister of Energy and Industry
Qatalum hosts the 16th ARABAL in November

ARABAL to be held in Doha with fresh new identity

For immediate release
Doha, 29 April 2012

Qatalum has announced that they would be hosting the 16th Arab International Aluminium
conference (Arabal 2012) under the patronage of HE Dr Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister
of Energy and Industry and Chairman and Managing Director of Qatar Petroleum at the Grand
Hyatt Doha, from 19-21 November 2012.

In preparation for hosting ARABAL, the only conference dedicated to the aluminium industry in
the Arab World, Qatalum has formed a special taskforce, comprised of a number of the company’s
highly qualified personnel and chaired by Mr. Ibrahim J. Fakhri to supervise all aspects of the
conference from planning through to execution. Qatalum is keen to ensure the event will be
expertly organised and run to the highest standards.

In its statement on the occasion Qatalum, extended its heartfelt thanks to HE Dr Mohammed bin
Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry for his patronage of Arabal 2012, which will be
held in Doha for the first time.

“There is no doubt that the State of Qatar, its government and people, welcome all the meaningful
and significant activities and events that are being run, in line with the directives of our wise
leadership, to make Qatar the regional hub for business, thought, culture, art, sport and all other
aspects of life. Therefore, Qatalum has been committed to aligning itself to extending this
pioneering approach within its sector. It is our aim to raise awareness of the aluminum industry
and the role of Qatar, as is represented by Qatalum, in supporting the aluminium industry,
ultimately guiding it to a position of leadership and opening the door for related industries to
develop and grow”.

Speaking on Qatalum’s role as host, Mr. Fakhri commented: “Qatalum is giving top priority to this
event in terms of preparation, planning and execution. We have appointed the best, most highly
qualified, and experienced personnel from within the Qatalum team to manage the preparations
and have contracted leading agencies in event management and marketing to ensure that
ARABAL 2012 will be a resounding success”.

“Following consultations with the ARABAL member companies, Qatalum has developed a new
identity for the conference, as part of their endeavour to present the conference with a new and
updated look; consistent with the on-going development in the Arab aluminium industry.
ARABAL’s fresh new identity will be launched soon on the conference’s new website,” Fakhri
added.

Fakhri affirmed that this year’s conference would include key topics, discussion panels, and
workshops related to the aluminium industry on both local and international levels. A select group
of industry experts and academics will be hosted as speakers to share their experience and views
with participants and attendees. Arabal 2012 will have a global promotional campaign

with the aim to bring together the largest possible number of aluminium professionals and experts
in order to enhance the conference’s outputs, raise awareness, and open the door for all to
exchange experience and information and to boost communication between all stakeholders in
the industry.

Arabal 2012 is expected to attract a huge attendance due to the momentous development
witnessed in Qatar across various sectors. The country has drawn the attention of numerous
investors and companies seeking feasible investment opportunities in various sectors, particularly
the industrial field, as Qatar has a wealth of natural gas resources, solid infrastructure as well
numerous other positive investment factors and requirements at its disposal.

ARABAL is the only conference dedicated to the aluminium industry in the Arab World. It was
started in 1983 by Kuwait Aluminium Company to bring together leading figures in Middle East
Aluminium in order to strengthen ties and discuss the issues of the day. ARABAL is the only
conference in the world attended by every single primary aluminium manufacturer in the Arab
Region. The conference has evolved from being held every two years to annually as of 2011, in
response to the increasing importance and on-going development of the aluminium industry in
the region.
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Qatalum unveils ARABAL 2012 agenda
Conference to focus on future of aluminium and manufacturing industries,
market, technology and recycling

For immediate release:
Doha, 17 June 2012
Qatalum has unveiled the agenda of the 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL
2012) which will be held at the Grand Hyatt Doha 19th - 21st November 2012, under the patronage
of HE Dr Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, Chairman and Managing
Director of Qatar Petroleum.

Speaking on the occasion, Qatalum’s Communications Manager, Ibrahim J Fakhri, said, “Qatalum
is giving top priority to this important event in terms of preparation and organization. The
conference is diverse, rich, and scheduled to host representatives of leading companies from the
region and across the globe operating in this vital sector.”

Qatar is seeking to diversify the local economy and stimulated discourse and communication with
various international firms. Fakhri added, “Qatalum has coordinated and prepared to stage
ARABAL 2012 to the highest level of organisation to reflect the growing Qatari economy, as well
as the current development in Arab and global aluminium industry.”

Qatalum’s environment friendly smelter makes use of the latest state-of-the-art smelting
technologies and has a production capacity of 585,000 tons of high-quality primary aluminium
products per annum, which will be attracting a great deal of attention from manufacturers
attending the conference.

ARABAL 2012 is scheduled to feature a number of sessions, including discussion panels,
seminars, workshops, and presentations by a number of regional and international industry
experts and professionals.
The conference is set to commence with an opening speech by Mr Mohammed Naqi, ARABAL
Chairman, followed by the speech of H.E. Dr Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy
and Industry and the welcome speech of Mr. Abdulrahman Al Shaibi, Qatalum Chairman.

The organizing committee has developed a number of key topics for sessions and workshops,
including Future Prospects of the Aluminium Industry in the Light of the Rapid Regional and
International Changes, which will address the growth and expansion opportunities in aluminium
industry worldwide, the price trends and the availability of raw materials in the market. Another
session titled Future Prospects of Expanding Uses Locally and Creating Local Demand by
Developing and Expanding Uses of Aluminum’s Products will focus on the manufacturing
industries associated with aluminium and their increasing importance in the Middle East.

A discussion panel will address Dumping and Competition and their Negative Impacts on Sector
Growth in the presence of prominent international speakers. The Role of the Public Sector in
Developing Sector Outputs and Growth, and the Impact of Mature Regulations and their Ability to
Cope with Development, on the Industry and Related Sectors will also be discussed during the
conference. Other topics will address market reality, technology and finance.

Further topics will touch on the geopolitical changes in the economy and industry in the region
following the Arab Spring, as well as recycling, the environment, safety, the automotive industry
and the bourgeoning markets in China and India.

The delegations will be taken on a field tour to Mesaieed Industrial City, where Qatalum’s safety
and environment model will be presented with the aim to raise awareness, boost the

conference’s outputs, exchange experience and information and enhance communication among
various industry players.

The Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL) is the premier trade event for the Middle
East’s aluminium industry and the only conference in the world attended by every single primary
aluminium manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is the conference of choice for anyone
interested in the Middle East aluminium industry.

The ARABAL story began in 1983 with Kuwait Aluminium Co. bringing together the leading figures
in Middle East Aluminium to strengthen ties and discuss the issues of the day to provide an
overview about the entire aluminium industry. Over the last 29 years, ARABAL has evolved to
attract industry leaders from all over the world to attend, speak and exhibit.
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Qatalum opens registration for ARABAL 2012

Conference to highlight investment opportunities in
aluminium downstream industries in GCC countries
For immediate release:
Doha, 30 June 2012

Qatalum has announced the agenda of the 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference
(ARABAL 2012), which will be held in Doha from the 19th - 21st November 2012.It will
focus on future opportunities in the aluminium downstream industry in the Gulf region, as
GCC countries contribute to over 13% of the world’s aluminium output, with an annual
production of 3.6 million tonnes.
Qatalum noted that the region’s countries have the required infrastructure and appropriate
components to establish any industry based on primary aluminium. The availability of this
important material coupled with the investor-friendly regulations, energy resources and
industrial infrastructure will further facilitate the establishment of advanced and
sophisticated industries associated with aluminium, together with local or foreign
investments.

Qatalum stressed that the aluminium production sector is closely linked to a number of
other major industries, led by the transport and construction sector. According to
statistics, the transport sector leads the way in aluminium consumption taking up half of
all manufactured aluminium in 2011 with 11,869 thousand tons and is expected to reach
a new level in 2012 of 12,753 thousand tons with a further 8% growth expected in 2013.
The power generation sector comes third in terms of consumption with 5,574 thousand

tons in 2011 and is expected to reach 5,857 thousand tons by the end of 2012 and to
record a further growth of 7% in consumption/demand by the end of 2013.

In a related development, Qatalum has launched the new ARABAL website:
www.arabal.com, which provides full information about the conference, agenda, history
and the host company – Qatalum, in addition to information about Qatar, to serve the
participants and visitors. Qatalum has opened registration for the conference through the
same website.

The 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) will be held at the
Grand Hyatt Doha 19th – 21st November 2012, under the patronage of H.E. Dr Mohammed
bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, Chairman and Managing Director of
Qatar Petroleum.

The Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL) is the premier trade event for
the Middle East’s aluminium industry and the only conference in the world attended by
every single primary aluminium manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is the conference
of choice for anyone interested in the Middle East aluminium industry.

The ARABAL story began in 1983 with Kuwait Aluminium Co. bringing together the
leading figures in Middle East Aluminium to strengthen ties and discuss the issues of the
day to provide an overview of the entire aluminium industry. Over the last 29 years,
ARABAL has evolved to attract industry leaders from all over the world to attend, speak,
and exhibit.
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Aluminium sector - Industrial capability in the transport sector

ARABAL 2012 opens the door to transport and
aerospace industries
For immediate release:
Doha, 16 July 2012

The strong global demand for aluminium led by the transport sector over the last year
reflects the increasing importance of the overall demand for aluminium, reports Qatalum,
the organizer of Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012), which will be
held at the Grand Hyatt Doha.

This demand arrived during increasing change and development in the transport sector,
particularly in the automobile, bus, aircraft and ship manufacturing sectors which are
increasingly dependent on the use of aluminium qualities in comparison to other
necessary metals used in transport industry. Aluminium is a lightweight metal, which
enables a decrease in fuel consumption and emissions. Many industries are continuing
the trend of replacing traditional metals with aluminium.

ARABAL will see a concentrated focus on the transport industry this year, as indicators
have shown an increasing demand for industrial outputs in the transport sector in North
America, particularly the USA. The overall consumption is expected to reach 3.6 million
tonnes of semi-manufactured aluminium by 2016, according to recent forecasts, a
significant increase over the 2.5 million tonnes reported in 2011. This means that an
annual average growth rate of 7.4% is expected in the period from 2012 until 2016. The
year 2013 is expected to record the highest growth rate for the transport sector, with the
transport sector in the USA projected to account for an increasing portion of overall

domestic demand for semi-manufactured aluminium. It accounted for 34% of the overall
demand for semi-manufactured aluminium in 2011 and is expected to reach 35% in 2012
and increase to 37% in 2013.

Downturn indicators dominated the European landscape in general, whether in terms of
demand or production of aluminium and other industries. According to estimates Europe
reported an overall downturn of 4.8%, although the German economy outpaced its
neighbouring nations in the fourth quarter of 2011, posting a growth of 2.1%. During 2011
the largest part of demand was from the transport sector and the engineering industries.
Primary aluminium consumption grew by 4.3% in the third quarter of 2011. German
automobile exports increased by 6.6% in 2011, while domestic sales grew by 6.1%.
Germany produced 5.9 million cars in 2011, of which 4.5 million were exported.

It is become evident that the aluminium industry is slowly ramping up to satisfy demand
from the transport sector. Many aluminium producers in the USA and Europe have
undergone expansions, while many automobile manufacturers have announced
ambitious plans to increase the use of aluminium in their new models. BMW and
Mercedes Benz have decided to develop strategies to increase the density of aluminium
in their cars. Audi was the first manufacturer to discover the ideal uses of aluminium in
their cars, with the A6 class using higher levels of aluminium in the body of the car,
accounting for 20% of the overall weight of the car. This resulted in reducing the weight
of the car by an estimated 70 kilograms. Luxury cars especially have shown a strong
recovery in the Euro Zone in 2011, with BMW, Audi and Alfa Romeo registering growth
of 4.9%, 9% and 19%, respectively.

In new car models, aluminium will make up 85% of the construction material, helping to
reduce the total weight of the cars. These indicators confirm that the sector will be a
steadying factor in the consumption of aluminium in 2012, and that demand for aluminium
is expected to be stable, even if the production levels were reduced. This steady demand
is a result of continued need for lighter vehicles.

The aerospace industry is set to sign more long term deals for the supply of plates and
chips and other aluminium related materials. Leading aircraft manufacturers such as
Airbus and Boeing have reported a significant growth in demand for aluminium. In 2012,
as a result of to the increased use of blended wing designs from aluminium which reduce
the weight of the aircraft by 33%, in addition to the other uses in aircraft manufacturing
from plates and chips which will double in the near future.
The 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) will be held at the
Grand Hyatt Doha from the 20th – 22nd November 2012. ARABAL is the premier trade
event for the Middle East’s aluminium industry and the only conference in the world
attended by every single primary aluminium manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is
the conference of choice for anyone interested in the Middle East aluminium industry.
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ARABAL 2012 in Doha from 20 to 22 November
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Doha: July 14, 2012

Qatalum – the organizer of 2012 installment of the Arab International
Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) – have announced that the
conference will be held from 20 to 22 November, with the official opening of
the conference taking place on Wednesday, November 21.

The

originally

proposed

dates

have

changed

in

line

with

the

recommendations of the ARABAL Steering Committee as Qatar will be
witnessing a number of significant events over the same period as the
conference.
The 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) will be
held at the Grand Hyatt Doha, under the patronage of H.E. Dr Mohammed
bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry.
ARABAL is the premier trade event for the Middle East’s aluminium industry
and the only conference in the world attended by every single primary
aluminium manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is the conference of
choice for anyone interested in the Middle East aluminium industry.
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ARABAL 2012 highlight aluminium industry’s commitment to
environmental requirements and standards
For immediate release:
Doha,24 July 2012

Qatalum has stated that the program of the Arab International Aluminium Conference
(ARABAL 2012), which will be held in Doha from 20th to 22nd of November 2012, will
include topics that discuss environmental issues and their correlation with the aluminium
industry, in a time of increasing movement to reduce the impacts of industry and
environmental emissions.
Aluminium Qatar added that the aluminium smelting industry focuses on environment
friendly concepts and values, as well as on environment, health, and safety standards,
from construction to operation. Aluminium plants in the region are striving to develop
emission controls that allow auto-control of emissions and their intensity. These plants
pay special attention to smoke filtration systems from the main production centers to
reduce emissions to the atmosphere. The growing interest in environmental aspects
forms a new addition to the range of procedures that aim to preserve environment and
reduce emissions from operation and production. Waste management processes are
witnessing a remarkable progress in smelters, related to the process of sorting and
separating the solid and liquid waste, which is then carried, stored and disposed properly.
In addition to procedures taken to reduce waste and improve treatment procedures
through reuse, recycling, or utilization, including management of the water consumption
required for operation, as well as recycling this water.
Qatalum, organizer of ARABAL 2012, stated that aluminium smelters play a leading role
in maintaining the health and safety of employees and of the entire community, on the
basis of the industrial nature of aluminium industry and the intense activities and

operations associated with production in the aluminium smelters, which involve direct risk
on the surrounding environment. A number of smelters have adopted a culture and
philosophy that focus on the importance of preserving natural resources and acting
responsibly in their operations to preserve the environment, reduce harmful emissions,
and reduction and recycling in all operations. These smelters show full commitment to
adopt and implement international quality standards it all its products and services offered
in all phases.
The focus and attention placed on the level and type of technology used have been
increased, as aluminium smelters are using advanced technologies which help protect
and preserve the environment, by using air quality monitoring stations around and outside
the aluminium plants to measure the impact on the environment several times a day.
Results are constantly examined with the aim of keeping emission levels within the
accepted international standards. Aluminium companies pay special attention to
minimizing harmful effects with the objective of improving, detecting, and managing the
health of employees by providing them with a series of constant medical tests, particularly
those regarding noise, inhalation of hazardous gases, and exposure to high temperature.

The 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) will be held at the
Grand Hyatt Doha 20th – 22nd November 2012, under the patronage of HE Dr Mohammed
bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, Chairman and Managing Director of
Qatar Petroleum. ARABAL is the premier trade event for the Middle East’s aluminium
industry and the only conference in the world attended by every single primary aluminium
manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is the conference of choice for anyone interested
in the Middle East aluminium industry.
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ARABAL 2012 gets high profile regional and
international sponsors
GCC aluminium capacity nears 5 million metric tonnes per year
For immediate release:
Doha, 1st of August 2012

The Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012), which be held in Doha
20th – 22nd November 2012, has received sponsorship from Saudi Arabian Mining
Company (Maaden), Aluminium Bahrain (Alba), and Sohar Aluminium Company in
addition to a number of regional and international aluminium companies, including
HATCH, FATA, Kuwait Industries Company Holding, ABB, and WAHL.

This collective sponsorship and the increasing interest reflects the importance of
ARABAL, which is the premier trade event for the Middle East’s aluminium industry and
the only conference in the world attended by every single primary aluminium
manufacturer in the region. Therefore, it is the conference of choice for anyone interested
in the Middle East aluminium industry.

The total production of aluminium smelters in the GCC countries will be 5 million metric
tonnes a year when Maaden smelter reaches its full capacity. Annual capacity of the GCC
smelters are 880 thousand tonnes a year in Alba, 1002 thousand tonnes in DUBAL, 370
thousand tonnes in Sohar, 600 thousand tonnes in Qatalum, 750 thousand tonnes in
EMAL, and 740 thousand tonnes in Maaden.

The story of aluminium in the GCC countries goes back to the early 1970s, when
Bahrain’s ALBA (Aluminium Bahrain) first blazed the trail, becoming operational in 1971.
Dubai followed suit, bringing Dubai Aluminium, or Dubal, online in 1979. The last four
years have seen a flowering of the GCC’s potential, with Oman’s Sohar in 2008, Qatar’s
Qatalum and another smelter in Abu Dhabi in 2010, and Saudi Arabia’s smelter which is
scheduled to start operations in 2013.

The 16th Arab International Aluminium Conference (ARABAL 2012) will be held at the
Grand Hyatt Doha 20th – 22nd November 2012, under the patronage of HE Dr Mohammed
bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister of Energy and Industry, Chairman and Managing Director of
Qatar Petroleum.
This year’s edition of the conference will discuss a number of important issues related to
aluminium industry, the technology in use, environmental effects, security and safety,
manufacturing industries, market factors and their effects on aluminium prices, recycling,
and many more important topics that will be addressed by over 30 renowned figures from
various disciplines.
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journey, Qatalum’s aluminium reaches the entire global community.
Qatalum has a dynamic and diversified work force, representing over 37 nationalities and is pursuing
industrial diversity for Qatar and its people by actively creating a future of environmental sustainability and
economic opportunity.
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